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Republican Leaders Issue Statement in Response to Secretary
Fagan’s Resignation

SALEM, Ore. — This morning, Oregon Secretary of State Shemia Fagan announced her
resignation, effective May 8t in light of recently published admissions in the
Willamette Week, who laid out a series of major ethics violations.

“Secretary Fagan found herself in a web of ethical violations and it finally caught up to
her thanks to exceptional investigative journalism by Willamette Week’s Sophie Peel
and Nigel Jaquiss. It is critically important that statewide elected officials exercise good
judgement at all times. It is clear that Fagan has broken Oregon’s trust beyond repair.
It’s time to return integrity to the Secretary of State’s office,” said Senate Republican
Leader Tim Knopp (R-Bend).

“Today’s resignation of Secretary Fagan reflects the level of corruption occurring in state
government. Since the beginning of the year, I have said we need a transparent process.
The level of abuse Secretary Fagan flaunted from her official position is just another
example the extreme measures of one-party rule in Oregon,” said House Republican
Leader Breese-Iverson (R-Prineville). “We encourage the Governor to use this
opportunity to appoint a person who can restore trust and ethics in the Secretary of
State’s office. Additionally, we suggest due diligence and thorough vetting in the
consideration of potential appointees.”

On Friday, following reports of Fagan’s consulting contract, Republican leaders called
for her immediate resignation.
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